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Gun pointed at Dept. of Finance booter, P. 2

PHOTOS: Stewards gather to get contract update 
from Chief Negotiators, P. 3

City Offers no Response to 
Union’s Proposals
The Teamsters Local 700 negotiating committee met with 
the City again in mid-September to discuss contract  
proposals prepared by the union. Local 700 gave the City 
comprehensive proposals on the pool driver system, sick 
leave and others focused on improving safety and work 
rules. Unfortunately, the City was unable to respond to any 
of the proposals at the time. 
 
Negotiations will resume with the City this week and both 
parties agreed on multiple dates to meet in the months of 
October and November. 

All City of Chicago stewards were invited to come to the 
Local 700 meeting hall on the evening of Aug. 30 to receive 
a contract update from Chief Negotiators Jon Magna and 
Stuart Davidson. 



Gun Pointed at Department of Finance Booter on the job
On the morning of Sept. 1, Roberto, a Department of 
Finance employee, had just booted his first car of the 
day and was sitting in his assigned City of Chicago van 
when a man approached him with a gun. 

“You can get shot,” said 36-year-old Lemuel Johns as he 
pointed the gun at Roberto. “You better not be looking 
at my license plate,” he continued. 

There was a young woman that was with Johns at the 
time and was trying to calm him down. Roberto said 
she moved his hand that was holding the gun away 
towards the ground.

“That’s when I hit the panic button, called dispatch and 
took off,” said Roberto. When a booter hits their panic 
button, everything around them is set to record, both 
audio and video. After he knew the police had been 
dispatched and Johns left the scene, Roberto drove 
back around to the scene to get an image of the car that 
Johns had been leaning against.

Police were then able to use the surveillance video to 
track the car and find Johns nearly two weeks later. 
Johns was arrested last Thursday, Sept. 21 and was 
charged with aggravated assault with a weapon. His 
bond was set at $35,000.

Roberto, a steward for Local 700, works the 5 a.m. 
– 1:30 p.m. shift and the incident happened around 
6 a.m. on the 2700 block of West Congress Parkway. 
The City claims that this location is in one of the “safe 

zones” where one booter is assigned to work alone. 
The safe zones are determined by what supervisors 
and management believe are areas that don’t need two 
booters working together. 

This was not the first time Roberto has been  
threatened on the job. “I’ve been sworn at and called all 
sorts of names, and this was the third time I have been 
faced with a gun while working,” he said. “But this was 
the first time in 15 years that I was really scared for my 
life. Everyday, I get up, and I don’t want to go to work, 
but I have a wife and four kids at home that I support.” 

Nearly a week after this incident, Roberto was  
booting a car at 1031 N. Rush around 10:30 a.m., when 
a worker from a local restaurant slashed one of his van 
tires. Surveillance video shows the man reaching into 
his pocket, pulling out a pocketknife and slashing the 
tire while people walked by. Roberto said he didn’t see 
it as it was happening, but noticed he had a flat once he 
started to drive away. 

“The booters have one of the most dangerous jobs in 
the city and unfortunately we have to use Roberto’s 
story as an example at the bargaining table,” said  
Teamsters Local 700 President Becky Strzechowski. 
“Roberto is a wonderful steward and union member 
and while we are relieved that nothing happened to 
him in this situation, we know how anxious he feels 
about going to work now. The safety of our members 
should not have to be negotiated.” 

TNBC Chicago Chapter’s 10th Annual 

Black Tie  
Affair

Saturday, December 2, 2017 
CHATEAU DEL MAR 
8301 West 95th Street, Hickory Hills 

$65 per person 
To purchase tickets, contact Executive Director 
Jessie W. Lee at revjlee51@aol.com or President 
Ramon Williams at rdwilliams101@yahoo.com.



City of Chicago Stewards Gather 
at Union Hall for Contract Update 
From Chief Negotiators

Benevolent Fund T-Shirts 
$15 each 

Back of t-shirtFront of t-shirt (crest)

Check or Money Order accepted. Please make checks/
money orders out to Teamsters Local 700 Benevolent 
Fund. Call 847-939-9707 to schedule a pickup at the 
union office in Park Ridge. All t-shirt proceeds benefit 
the Teamsters Local 700 Benevolent Fund.

Sizes from L - 3XL

Department  
Updates

A member of the Department of 
Finance was made whole after  
serving both a 10 and 15-day  
suspension for allegedly being 
caught sleeping while on the job. 
Through multiple hearings,  
Teamsters Local 700 was able prove 
that the member was not sleeping 
and should not have been  
disciplined.  

Department of Finance

Department of Streets and Sanitation
Due to the City selling the property 
at 1685 N. Troop, which houses 
Fleet 2FM, the majority of  
employees will be transferred to 
the 103rd & Stoney location. Also 
included in the sale is the Streets & 
Sanitation facility located at 1320 
W. Concord. Employees at that 
location will be moved to 1633 W. 
Medill. The moves will be complete 
by the end of October. Within two 
years, Streets & Sanitation will have 
two brand new facilities on both 
the North and the South side.



The union will be sending contract updates via text 
message and we encourage you to sign up if you 
haven’t yet. A sign-up form is available to download on 
the homepage of the Local 700 website.

Sign up to receive text 
messages from  

Teamsters Local 700

UPCOMING EVENTS
Columbus Day
Monday, Oct. 9
Union Office closed 
 

Local 700 General Membership Meeting
6 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 10 
Teamsters Local 700 Meeting Hall 
1300 W. Higgins Rd., First Floor, Park Ridge, IL 60068 
 

JC 25 Women’s Committee Health Fair
10 a.m. - 1 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 4 
Teamsters Local 731 
1000 Burr Ridge Parkway, Burr Ridge, IL 60527 
Join the Teamsters Joint Council 25 Women’s  
Committee for their annual Health Fair. The event is 
free for members and will feature multiple vendors, 
speakers, flu shots, raffles and refreshments.  
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National Truck Driver 
Appreciation Week
The International Brotherhood of Teamsters 
recognized National Truck Driver Appreciation 
Week, which was observed Sept. 10 - 17 this 
year.  

While using the hashtag #ThankATruckDriver 
on social media, IBT stated, “It’s time to remind 
everyone of the sacrifices and skills of  
professional truck drivers who keep America 
moving. It means honoring those behind the 
wheel who labor on our nation’s roads and 
highways.” 
 
To all the MTDs in the City of Chicago, thank 
you for a job well done and working to keep the 
city running!  

MTD Carmine Dibalsamo of the Water  
Department, North District, shows us his truck 
driving skills with a smile. 

Want to be featured in the next City of Chicago 
newsletter? Send us a picture of you in your 
truck to info@teamsterslocal700.com or send in 
your name, work location and shift to be  
selected for a photo opportunity at your yard.


