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City Cancels First Scheduled 
Negotiation Meeting
The first official negotiation meeting between the union and 
the City was supposed to be held on Monday, June 5, but 
the City cancelled the meeting a few days before.  

The meeting was moved to Monday, June 19 and both Local 
700 Chief Negotiators, Jon Magna and Stuart Davidson, 
were present. Local 700 Business Agents Joe Belli, Carlos 
Sanchez and Ramon Williams were also at the meeting. 

After the initial meet-and-greet between Local 700 and the 
City held on May 1, the City was given a long list of  
proposals and numerous document requests that would 
help the union with negotiations.  
 
At the June 19 meeting, the City did not provide any  
counter proposals and produced just a few of the  
documents that were originally requested. While there was 
some discussion back and forth regarding non-economic 
issues, the City failed to provide anything in writing that 
the union could review. 

The next negotiation meeting is set for July 20 and we are 
waiting for the City to respond to additional dates offered 
by the union. While the current contract officially expired 
on Friday, June 30, the City and COUPE entered into an 
extension agreement and that agreement expires July 31, 
2017. The same terms and conditions will continue for all 
employees during the extension. 



City Drivers Compete in American Public Works  
Association Annual “Roadeo”

City Foreman Mike Kafka (pictured center), 
came to cheer on drivers Antoine Hull  
(pictured left) and Lorenzo Ruiz (pictured 
right) as they competed in the 27th Annual 
APWA truck “Roadeo.”

During the 27th Annual American Public Works Association 
(APWA) Illinois Chapter Expo, City of Chicago drivers Antoine 
Hull and Lorenzo Ruiz teamed up to participate in the Snow 
“Roadeo” to test their driving skills. The APWA expo was held 
May 24-25 at the Odeum Expo Center in Villa Park. 

Through a series of competitive tests, the Roadeo is designed 
to determine each team’s knowledge of “Rules of the Road” 
and safety alertness and efficiency, as well as skill in handling a 
snowplow-equipped vehicle through a marked course.

Antoine and Lorenzo completed the snowplow obstacle course 
outside and took a 50-question test on their knowledge of trucks. 
They placed 33rd out of 40 as a team. Foreman Mike Kafka and 
Business Agent Harold Irving attended the event to cheer them 
on.

Teamsters Local 700 Statement on City of Chicago  
Inspector General’s Report 
In a blatant attempt to impact contract negotiations in the aftermath of an unprecedented 10 year agreement that 
brought stability and labor peace to the City of Chicago, the City’s Inspector General issued a report attacking 
city workers and calling for deep cuts in collective bargaining agreements that provide basic wages, benefits and 
safety provisions for the men and women who serve the citizens of Chicago. 
 
Local 700 is proud of the extraordinary work performed by its members who are employed by the City of  
Chicago. Our members work in some of the most difficult and challenging environments imaginable still they 
show up day in and day out to serve the needs of the citizens of our City. Whether it’s clearing snow, picking up 
refuse, or maintaining our airports – they make the City work. The Inspector General unfairly cherry picks  
issues and fails to understand the inter relationship of contract provisions and work rules. The contract is a  
document that reflects the give and take of collective bargaining and includes sacrifices made by both sides to 
ensure long term labor peace and provide fair and reasonable family sustaining wages and benefits for city  
workers, and it is simply unfair to pick and choose among the provisions of an integrated agreement. 



The union will be sending contract updates via text 
message and we encourage you to sign up if you 
haven’t yet. A sign-up form is available to download on 
the homepage of the Local 700 website.

Sign up to receive text 
messages from  

Teamsters Local 700

UPCOMING EVENTS
Paddy Wagon Shuffle Bar Crawl
1 -9 p.m., Saturday, July 8
Starts: 115 Bourbon Street, Merrionette Park, IL 60803
$40 per person. A percentage of the proceeds will be 
donated to the Teamsters Local 700 Benevolent Fund. 
Visit @paddywagonshuffle on Facebook for more info 
and link to purchase tickets.

JC 25 Women’s Committee Tour of Pullman
10 a.m., Saturday, July 8
11141 S. Cottage Grove Ave., Chicago, IL 60628
$10/non-members; committee members are free.
Call 219-949-1550 ext. 317 to RSVP by June 30.
 

TNBC Chicago Chapter Pancake Breakfast
8 - 10 a.m., Saturday, July 22
Applebee’s, 2401 W. 95th Street, Evergreen Park, IL
$8/person. Tickets: Ramon Williams, 847-939-9732 

Local 700 Benevolent Fund Motorcycle Ride
10:30 a.m., Sunday, Aug. 6
Start: IL Harley-Davidson, 9950 Joliet Rd., Countryside
End: Roxi’s Gaming Parlor, 524 W. Mondamin St., 
Minooka
Registration fees paid at the event: $25 per rider/$5 per 
passenger/$10 per spectator 

Chicago Teamsters Hispanic Caucus 10th Annual 
Soccer Night at Chicago Fire
7 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 19  
$20 per person. Pre-purchase parking for $15. Join the  
tailgate party starting at 4:30 p.m. (bring your grill, 
food & beverages). For ticket order form, please visit
ChicagoTeamstersHispanicCaucus.org.  
 

JC 25 Women’s Committee Membership Meeting
10 a.m. - 12 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 9
1300 W. Higgins Rd., First Floor, Park Ridge, IL 60068
*Hosted by Teamsters Local 727 

ULP Hearing on Trip  
Sheets
A hearing was held at City Hall on Wednesday, 
June 7 on the Unfair Labor Practice (ULP) the 
union filed against the City regarding the  
City’s enforced procedure on drivers completing 
trip/truck sheets. Drivers were being disciplined 
for failing to follow the new procedure and  
Local 700 had been fighting the issue since it was 
implemented. 

Business Agent Harold Irving and Streets and 
Sanitation Steward Bill Kessler testified on behalf 
of the union. Commissioner Charles Williams 
and Labor Relations Supervisor Katrika Scott 
testified on behalf of the City. Both parties have 
30 – 45 days to turn in briefs and a decision will 
be pending.
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DID YOU KNOW?
As a Local 700 member, you are part of a network 

of more than 250,000 workers who make up the 
Teamsters Public Services Division across the USA.


