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Teamsters Local 700 Steward Joe Faulisi is proud to be a 
Teamster, and proud of his family’s deep-rooted history 
with organized labor and belonging to strong American 
unions. 

Joe’s great grandfather came to America from Sicily and 
worked in sulfur mines and then eventually worked in the 
salt mines in upstate New York. He was known as a  
“powder monkey” in the salt mines, and was responsible for 
operating and igniting the dynamite sticks. 

“He belonged to a union back then and they went on strike 
in 1917 because they wanted higher wages,” said Joe. “They 
made $2.70 a day while they were on strike and bargained 
for an extra 30 cents per day. Back then, Henry Ford, who 
was a non-union man, paid his workers $5 a day to do a 
much less dangerous job.”

Joe’s family moved to Chicago when his grandfather was 
8-years-old. Both his grandfather and great grandfather 
worked on the railroads here and were also union members. 
Joe’s father worked for Trans World Airlines and when they 
went on strike, it was hard on the family. “It was tough for 
my parents with two toddlers at home, but they stuck it out 
for a better contract and to make a better living,” said Joe. 
He has other relatives that drove trucks in the 1940s and 
1950s, of which one was also a Teamster member. 



Joe has been driving a truck for the City of Chicago, Department of Streets 
and Sanitation, since January of 1996. 

“Before I became career service, I was shipped around the city,” said Joe. “I 
first started my career the North Branch yard, which is now closed.”

Since 2000, Joe has been working at the Ravenswood yard and has been a 
Teamster steward for 10 years.  

“What we do in the City of Chicago is important and unfortunately a lot of 
people don’t see it that way or how dangerous some of our jobs can be,” said 
Joe. “Whether we are plowing snow and keeping the streets clean or picking 
up garbage, we are doing something positive for our society.” 

Joe says he likes helping out his co-workers, especially when it comes to 
leading them to the correct information as it applies to each individual.

“There’s such an attack on unions right now and its unfortunate how our Governor wants to decimate unions 
and middle class jobs,” said Joe. “Belonging to a strong union is important and there is so much to be thankful 
for.” 

UNION PROUD (continued)

Teamsters Local 700 Steward Joe 
Faulisi shares his family’s history of 
belonging to strong unions.
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Teamsters Local 700  
Celebrates National  
Public Safety  
Telecommunicators Week 
National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week was 
recognized during the week of April 9 - 14. Teamsters  
Local 700 represents the City of Chicago Office of 
Emergency Management Supervisors (OEMC) and 
the SPCO dispatchers who do this important work  
everyday. Thank you to all Local 700 members who 
are dispatchers and operators for the life-saving  
services you provide to your community!

SPCO DISPATCHERS 

OEMC SUPERVISORS 
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MEMBER  
BENEFITS

As a Teamsters Local 700 
member in good standing, 
you can take advantage of all 
the discounts and benefits 
offered by the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters 
and Union Plus. The Teamster 

Privilege program was designed with union 
members in mind and includes discounts 
from car rentals to flower bouquets. By using 
your union membership card to enjoy these 
benefits, you are also helping other union 
businesses and workers. If you do not have a 
union membership card, please contact our  
office at 847-939-9700 or send an e-mail to 
info@teamsterslocal700.com.

Planning on traveling 
or moving this  
summer? Don’t 
forget to use your 
Teamster discount 
codes for car or truck 
rentals! 

CAR & TRUCK RENTAL DISCOUNTS
For reservations, call the numbers listed 
below and have your ID number ready.  

Hertz: 800-654-2200 (ID #205666)
Avis: 800-698-5685 (ID #B723700)
Budget: 800-455-2848 (ID #V816100)
Alamo: 800-462-5266 (ID#7015700)
Enterprise: 877-222-9711 (no ID)
National: 800-227-7368 (ID #5029562)
Budget Truck: 800-561-1157 (#56000127763)
Thrifty: 800-847-4389 (CPD #3042238) 
 



The union will be sending contract updates via text 
message and we encourage you to sign up if you 
haven’t yet. A sign-up form is available to download on 
the homepage of the Local 700 website.

Sign up to receive text 
messages from  

Teamsters Local 700

UPCOMING EVENTS
Local 700 General Membership Meeting
6 p.m., Tuesday, May 8
Teamsters Local 700 Meeting Hall 
1300 W. Higgins Rd., First Floor 
Park Ridge, IL 60068 
 

Memorial Day 
Monday, May 28
Union Office closed 
 

TNBC Chicago Chapter’s 10th Annual  
Family Day Outing 
Honoring the many accomplishments of Teamster women 
Saturday, June 9 
Bremen Grove, (Oak Park Ave. at 159th Street) 
16061 Oak Park Ave., Tinley Park 
11 a.m. - 5 p.m. (lunch served 12 - 3 p.m.) 
$15 per person (12 & under are free) 
 
To buy tickets, contact TNBC Chicago Chapter 
Executive Director Jesse Lee at 773-982-8622 or 
e-mail RevJLee51@aol.com. 
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CONTRACT BOOKS
All City of Chicago members will 
receive a printed copy of the new 
contract in a pocket-sized booklet. We 
are waiting for the Mayor to sign the 

contract before we can begin the printing process. 
The contract is available online under the “Special 
Event and Important Links” section of the home page 
at TeamstersLocal700.com. Stewards were also given 
a printed copy of the contract when they attended a 
training at the meeting hall in March.  

CITY RETIREES 
HEALTH CARE CASE
The next court hearing on the City of  

Chicago retiree health care lawsuit will be:  
 10:30 a.m., Monday, April 30  

DALEY CENTER COURTHOUSE 
50 W. Washington Street 

Room 2308 
 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
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