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Negotiations for a new City of Chicago member contract 
will begin formally on Monday, May 1, as Teamsters Local 
700 representatives will be meeting with the city’s  
negotiating team to start the process. 

Your Teamsters Local 700 bargaining committee includes:

The committee will present the union’s full initial contract 
proposal to the city at the May 1 meeting.  

“The bargaining committee has met numerous times and 
has been working very hard to make sure our members’ 
voices will be heard at the bargaining table,” said President 
Strzechowski. “Going through the entire contract was a 
huge undertaking that all of the city business agents and  
local union officers participated in. As we prepare to walk 
into negotiations, we have no idea what the city will be  
proposing, but we are confident that we have a solid  
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CONTRACT, continued
starting place in our proposed contract.”

Local 700 has been meeting with city members and 
collecting contract proposals since the first steward 
meeting regarding the contract that was held on Aug. 
23, 2016. Local 700 will also be negotiating as part of a 
coalition of the unions that represent all City of  
Chicago workers. There are currently over 30  
individual contracts between the City of Chicago and 

various labor unions; all which expire June 30, 2017. 
The coalition is called “COUPE” and is led by the  
Chicago Federation of Labor. 

The union will be communicating with the  
membership more frequently as negotiations take 
place. Please stay connected with the Local 700 website 
for updates and sign up to receive text messages if you 
haven’t already done so.

Booters and Garage Attendants Meet with Local 700; Staff Have Final Run-Through 
of Contract Summary

The union will be sending contract updates 
via text message and we encourage you to 
sign up if you haven’t yet. A sign-up form is 
available to download on the homepage of the 
Local 700 website or your business agent will 
provide one.

Sign up to receive text 
messages from  

Teamsters Local 700

On Thursday, April 6, a group of nearly 35 rank-and-
file city members, comprised of Booters and Garage 
Attendants, met with Teamsters Local 700  
representatives and staff to discuss what they would 
like to have in the upcoming contract. Prior group 
meetings included representatives from virtually all of 
the departments represented by Local 700.

President Strzechowski welcomed everyone to the 
meeting and all members at the table had a chance to 
share their contract proposals. Business Agents Harold 
Irving, Carlos Sanchez and Joe Belli were also in  
attendance, along with Jon Magna, a partner from  
Illinois Advocates. 

The Local 700 staff met with attorneys Jon Magna and 
Stuart Davidson (of Willig, Williams & Davidson) on 
Monday, April 17 to finalize the union’s list of contract 
proposals. 

Final Meetings Held Before Negotiations Begin



Labor Board Complaint Against the City
The Labor Board issued a complaint for the Unfair Labor Practice (ULP) filed against the City regarding the 
enforced procedure in completing trip/truck sheets where drivers were being disciplined for failing to follow the 
new procedure. Local 700 has been pursuing this issue since the City starting implementing it. The original  
two-day hearing that was set for April 26 & 27 has been moved to June 7 & 8. The city requested a continuance 
and the hearing officer granted it. We will keep you informed after the hearing. Continue to fill out trip/truck 
sheets as directed by the City while the charges are still pending.

MEET YOUR CHIEF CONTRACT NEGOTIATORS
Stuart Davidson

Jonathan Magna

Stuart W. Davidson has represented labor unions and employee benefit plans 
since graduating from Harvard Law School in 1982. Stuart began his legal career 
by successfully defending the pension rights of state employees in a case that was 
ultimately decided by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. Resident in the firm’s 
Philadelphia office, Stuart also counsels unions in the Chicago area through the 
firm’s Of Counsel relationship with Illinois Advocates, LLC.

During Stuart’s legal career, he has been involved in representing a wide range of 
union workers, including musicians, longshoremen, university faculty, firefighters, 
film and television casting directors, teamsters, police officers, food and  

commercial workers and NFL players. His work for both public and private-sector unions includes leading  
contract negotiations, presenting interest and grievance arbitrations, representing employee benefit funds and  
advising clients on internal union matters. Stuart has also played key roles in the development of new and  
progressive benefit structures with the pension and health and welfare plans he represents.
 
In addition to his work as chief counsel to large regional and local unions along the East and Gulf coasts, Stuart 
is a frequent lecturer, teacher and author on issues such as ERISA, fiduciary responsibilities, labor law,  
employment discrimination, drug and alcohol testing and other labor and employment concerns. He regularly 
speaks at programs sponsored by the International Foundation of Employee Benefit Plans, and has taught at the  
Pennsylvania State University Union Leadership Academy, the Pennsylvania State Occupational Safety and 
Health Institute, the Harvard Trade Union Program and Harvard Business School.

Jonathan Magna is a Partner at Illinois Advocates. Jon joined Illinois Advocates in 
2014 and concentrates on labor law, employment law and employee benefits law.  

Jon began his career as a research specialist for an economic research and  
consulting firm. Jon then moved into the labor arena and has over seven years 
of experience with Chicago labor unions. Jon has served as a business agent for 
Teamsters Local 727 where he represented union members in contract  
negotiations, grievance hearings and arbitration hearings. Jon has also served as a 
trustee on three Taft-Hartley benefit funds. Jon received his bachelor degree from 
Arizona State University and graduated cum laude from the John Marshall Law 
School in Chicago where he received his Juris Doctor.  
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Local 700 Trustee Hector Hernandez Re-Elected as 
President of Chicago Teamsters Hispanic Caucus

On March 18, 2017, Teamsters Local 700 Trustee Hector Hernandez was re-elected 
as President of the Chicago Chapter of the Teamsters National Hispanic Caucus. 
Hector and his Adelante Slate ran unopposed for the third time and began another 
three-year term on March 18. In July 2016, Hector was also re-elected as Trustee of 
the Teamsters National Hispanic Caucus and is currently serving a two-year term. 

“The Hispanic Caucus’ Executive Board has not wavered from our goal to bring the 
Teamsters Hispanic community together with more members across Illinois and 
northwest Indiana,” said Hector. “By partnering with Teamsters Joint Council 25, 
Local 700 and other affiliates, we will continue to fight for workers’ rights and build 
camaraderie from within to strengthen our union for the next generation.”

Each year, the Chicago Teamsters Hispanic Caucus awards educational  
scholarships to deserving youth and makes contributions to charitable  
organizations. The caucus also hosts social and educational programs that bring 
the community together and recognizes other Teamsters that excel in community 
service.

“On behalf of Teamsters Local 700, I congratulate the entire Executive Board and Board of Directors on their 
continued leadership of the Chicago Teamsters Hispanic Caucus,” said Teamsters Local 700 President Becky 
Strzechowski. “The members of the Chicago chapter always show how much they truly care about their fellow 
brothers and sisters and our local is proud to be a part of it.”

Hector Hernandez speaks 
during the National  
Teamsters Hispanic Caucus 
annual conference. 
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Right to Work is WRONG for Union Members 
Do you know how Right to Work laws could affect you 
and your family if this legislation gets passed in Illinois? 
Learn more at TeamstersLocal700.com. More information 
will be posted at your locations.  


